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become *I see through your villany, and detest it' and *I have
at least tried to bring about a reconciliation, though I may
have failed (to do so)'. Of these, the (a) form requires careful
handling: a word that is not common to both sentences must
not be treated as common; and one that is common, and whose
position declares that it is meant to do double duty, must not
be repeated. Violations of these rules are always more or less
unsightly, and are excusable only when the precise (a) form is
intolerably stiff and the (b) form not available. In our examples
below, the words placed in brackets are the two variants, each
of which, when the other is omitted, should, with the common
or unbracketed parts, form a complete sentence; the con-
junctions being of course ignored for this purpose.
What other power (could) or (ever has) produced such changes?—
Daily Telegraph.
Things temporal (had) and (would) alter.—Daily Telegraph.
(It had), as (all houses should), been in tune with the pleasant,
mediocre charm of the island.—e. F. benson,
This type will almost always admit of the emphatic repetition
of the verb: 'could produce or ever has produced'.
Those of us who still believe in Greek as (one of the finest), if not
(the finest) instruments . . .—Times.
(One of the noblest), if not (the noblest), feelings an Englishman
could possess.—Daily Telegraph.
Use (b): 'One of the finest instruments, if not the finest*.
The games were looked upon as being (quite as important) or (per-
haps more important) than drill.—Times.
The railway has done (all) and (more) than was expected of it.—
Spectator.
Use (b): 'as important as drill, if not more so'; 'all that was
expected of it, and more*.
All words that precede the first of two correlatives, such as
'not . . . but', 'both . . . and*, 'neither . . . nor', are declared
by their position to be common; we bracket accordingly in
the next examples:
The pamphlet forms (not only a valuable addition to our works on

